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Statement

In a cafe on the street corner, Yayoi
Kusama sits facing the bustling crowd out-
side, patiently waiting for her takeout hot
coffee like any other person. Several
renowned artists from art history gather
together in a classroom like students, and
the statue of David standing in front
becomes the nude model for this class.
Renée Magritte, Vincent van Gogh, Andy
Warhol, and Takashi Murakami, as if trans-
ported through a time machine, return to
relive their experiences as students. While
these artists were once seemingly distant
figures in history, their most primal
aspects are revealed in Kwun Nung's
paintings. For the audience, it may be
difficult to imagine that these masters
were once so relatable to us, eating fast
food in the studio, staying up late to finish
a painting, or playing games to pass the
time on boring nights.

Kwun Nung excels in appropriating con-
temporary symbols and integrating them
into the everyday lives of art students,
reinterpreting these great artists of specif-
ic eras. He juxtaposes history and the con-
temporary in the same space, coexisting
simultaneously. However, while Kwun

Nung faithfully reproduces famous works
and diverse artistic styles with realistic
painting techniques, he manages to estab-
lish a harmonious relationship between
the protagonist and the environment, cre-
ating a mixed contemporary art style. In
addition to showcasing the passage of
time and the transformation of identities,
he also reflects the current situation faced
by art students in Korean society. In this
era of diversity, it is indeed challenging to
depict the changes in the world with a
single artistic style. With the interplay of
popular culture and classics, Kwun Nung's
humorous and witty creations not only
establish an inseparable connection
between contemporary art and life but
also engage the audience in a dialogue
that elicits genuine feelings and experi-
ences.

*




Finding a place between
extraordinary and ordinary

— Jeong juwon (Artist)

Artistic Afternoon _ Oil on canvas _ 233.6 x 91 cm _ 2017 A

We learn about many artists
who are already famous in art
history. About their lives and
works. Their recorded lives and
paintings are great. To borrow a
title of a artist's work, beg,
endure, or become greater. People
recorded in history will surely
belong to the great side of the
three. We encounter their lives
and work indirectly through
books, exhibitions or documenta-
ry films.

The gap between their lives and
the lives of ordinary students of
art colleges seem quite distant.
It’s closer to the "enduring" side.
It is a daily routine to wear a
group jumper in an art room,
where canvases are scattered in
the corridor, eating delivery food.
A nude croquis lesson in a work-
shop in the Art department under
fluorescent light where there's a
light-gray colored pillars, walls,
and ventilators. Left over silver
wrapping papers are flung down
at the corner.

Kwon Neung mixes them up. It
mixes the images of everyday
scenes that ordinary Korean art
students encounter and experi-
ence with the images of artists
they learned in textbooks. Would
Andy Warhol order Mac delivery
while painting at night as well? If
Van Gough had lived on his own,
his place must’ve been very
messy. Would Kusama Yayoi eat
bubble tea in a cafe? Kwon Neung
draws this light imagination
intensely over a long period of
time, and draws it as a realistic
image with solid perfection.
Would he envy or yearn for the
famous artists who appeared in
his work? Or does he want to
emphasize that they are not so
different from us. If not, does he
feel a sort of amusing joy of
delight to have the option to place
them however he wants when
drawing? I don't know exactly,
but I think it's all three. It’s as if
he’s saying, “You are as special as
Kusama Yayoi” or Kusama Yayoi
is as ordinary as you are.”

I don’t know what the future gen-
eration will call this time of era
we live in, but art has evolved
over and over again in the
thesis-antithesis-synthesis para-
digm of trend and I think it is a
time of diversified value that is
difficult to bind to one trend at
present. 'In the midst of that, what
kind of artworks do I have to do in
Korea now and what kind of
pictures should I draw'. Kwon
Neung looks at the lives and work
of the artist in history and to
ponder the identity of himself as
an artist. Then, few jokes are
interpreted into the picture that
could have been slightly sad or
heavy.

The charm of Kwon Neung’s
artwork seems to come from the
reality of the extremely realistic
subject and sense of realism of
photograph. In fact, artists always
carry their camera and take
pictures for artwork, whether it is
for business or pleasure. Like the
artist, who says that art becomes
daily life and daily life becomes
art, he enjoys life really hard and
works as hard as he enjoys. For
him, extension of work is enjoy-
ment, and extension of enjoyment
is work. That's why I wonder how
the work will change whenever
his life changes. In fact, when he
became a famous artist, I won-
dered in which direction the work
would develop if there was no
sense of difference between the
background of his painting and
the face of a famous artist. I am
curious and looking forward to
know what kind of work will be
done when that happens.
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Sculpture Class
2016

Oil on canvas
162 x 110 cm (No. 100)
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Day Dream

The Roundabout in Kwon Neung's Art World
Text by Jason Chung Tang Yen

“Ephemerality and eternity, past and present, imagination and reality, a world where boundaries of the
East and West is blurred, nothing is certain, it is a perplexed world that undergoes perpetual struggles
to find the answer. ”

—Kwon Neung

Contemporary Korean artist Kwon Neung'’s artistic language resonates well from an array of width to
the public with a deep first impression the triggers the audience to ponder deeply. This immersive
experience is a virtual roundabout in his fantastic yet daily-life-like world of art. In today’s world,
people experience a large amount of information in a day equivalent to years of knowledge of people
in history. In the era of information overload, all the culture, music, literature, sensory stimulations
create a mass tracks of subconscious language, Kwon records this seemingly order-less stream, turn it
into records of life, imprinted the soul, making daily life extraordinary.

“History and art has merged into our daily life, new history and art are reborn into our daily life. In my
works, artists re-experience the sudden moment in infinite possibilities——the sudden moment of now,
and it restarts the perpetual mental struggle. My art uses contemporary daily life as a background and
basis for the existence of artists, it provides relevant clues. Put simply, it is merely a story about life.”

His oeuvre realistically represents the banality of daily life with fantastical elements and characters like
Rembrandt, Koons, and Kusama, life must go on. To him, every step in artistic practice is a result of
thinking, and it changes constantly, through re-examination, and self-rehearsal. This process is a form
of going through tests and trials, it is his daily life, a form of mental struggle. French literary giant
André Gide once said: “Art is born from restraints, lives in struggles, dies in liberty.” Perhaps it is in
this struggle, we feel our existence, reckoning the meaning of life.

Kwon's paintings faintly reminds of the viewers of the complexity of figures in the 16th century Dutch
master Bosch's style, it is grand in concept and spirit, like the epic novel Dream of the Red Chamber by
Tsao Hsueh Chin, one read the novel like one would read Kwon'’s art. He said: “Sometimes even | forget
the identity of the characters, not a lot of people can decipher all the origins of the characters, it is also
unnecessary, almost impossible to do so as well. The main goal is to provide some kind of hint and clues
for imagination through my works. Like the artists that appear in my paintings, their daily life is to
produce art from their own pain and struggles, | hope the audience can have a sense of art, to question
the life and reason of existence, finding some kind of value and beauty from daily life.” When dreams
and life are intertwined, reality is like fiction, repeatedly testing the value and rarity of life.




Perhaps the more beautiful the dream, the crueller the reality, while the imagination is more banal, life
become magic.

His art exists in close proximity of the boundaries of reality and imagination, it is real and fantastic at
the same time, in this contextual thinking, it forms a contrast. He said: “Cognition is relative, like black
is the opposite of life, when there’s height, there’s low. Now my job is to consciously form exact repre-
sentations. There are doubts in the different side of what is shown and understood of all the representa-
tions, | am bothered by how to express the possible abstract nature of the unconscious and shapeless-
ness of the different side.” Therefore, the layer beyond reality in his works can be understood as almost
a type of abstract expression, while the surface seems realistic, it is actually not the case. Reality
becomes a comparative standard, what seems unrealistic could help pinpoint reality itself, this contrast
helps the audience to differentiate what is real, while at the same time giving reality a new definition.
In his paintings, seeing every historic, contemporary, real and fictional characters interact, can be mes-
merising like the collective consciousness.

Swiss psychologist Carl Gustav Jung categorised the psyche in three layers, the first is the conscious, it
includes memory and the part that can be perceived, ego is in the centre of it. The second is personal
unconscious, it includes forgotten and suppressed memories. The third is collective unconscious, it is
inherent, the deepest subconsciousness, this is something the conscious cannot detect by itself. French
sociologist Emile Durkheim sees the collective consciousness as the shared beliefs, thinking, and values
of the mass public. These two: collective unconscious and collective consciousness are different,
Kwon's art world is the result of combining these two concepts with deep spirituality.

“I'wish to enter the minds of the audience to convey their thoughts, solving their issues together, rather
then reorganising their life and art with sophisticated language.”
—Kwon Neung

Art history is a great asset to humankind. It is an iceberg hidden deep in the water, which cannot be
fully perceived via the conscious, Kwon’s work on the surface seems busy and lively, underneath it is
connected to the limitless collective unconscious, it is an enigmatic filter, or entrance. Like Alice in
Wonderland going down the rabbit’s hole, his art brings people into a realm that mixes elements that
are familiar and strange at the same time, expanding the boundaries of the conscious into different
realms. His technique is direct and clear, also whimsical like dreams, he has brought dreams into daily
life, giving us a new perspective to see the world in various possibilities.

Observing his art, the viewer becomes part of the work, each painting is a gate to enter the collective
consciousness, to interact with all the past, present and future realities along with realistic and fictional
characters. Everyone would have their own definition of reality and virtual reality. His art incites think-
ing in different dimensions, questioning time and space, the basis of reality and the intrinsic nature of
our existence and psyche. Yes, upon entering Kwon Neung'’s artistic rendering of the world, his art fully
understands each and every one of our minds, it is a bizarre sojourn that lets go of obsessions, it
dissolves misunderstandings, this unlikely resonation of the souls is exactly what many artists strived to
achieve in art history. Because what Kwon painted is not his ideal, but the reality he has explored, daily
life itself can be a luxury, it is also the most abundant banality, an oxymoron that exist because all exis-
tence can contradicts each other sometime.

The dream-like scenes exist in reality, maybe due to the artist’s imagination, presented to us in paint-
ing, a window or doorway to different dimensions, Kwon Neung has blurred our rigid perception of real-
ity, which has brought a new perspective and view to experience life. With a shifted viewpoint, there’s
different possibilities in life. The dream is in the day, any dream will do, why not realise your dream?
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#E5e Kwon Neung
A Drunken Night
2023

Oil on canvas
Frame : Lacquered polyurethane resin
90 x 70 cm (130 x 125 x 30 cm with frame)
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H#EBE Kwon Neung

Artistic Under The Sea
2023

Oil on canvas
150 x 105 cm
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Artistic Halloween
2023

Oil on canvas
69 x 240 cm
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Artistic Rainy Day
2022

Oil on canvas
90 x 240 cm
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Art Fair (2)
2022

Oil on canvas
90 x 240 cm
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Artistic Holiday
2022

Oil on canvas
90 x 240 cm
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Artistic Street
2022

Oil on canvas
90 x 245 cm
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Eee Kwon Neung
Artistic Halloween
2020

Oil on canvas
73.3x 410 cm
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Artistic Beach (3)
2022

Oil on canvas
105 x 420 cm
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Art Fair
2023

Oil on canvas
87 x 408 cm
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